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CLAIMS 



1 .\ A white balance correcting device for correcting 
white balance of a picked-up image, comprising: 

\ mean value calculating means for dividing an 
image pioking-up plane into a plurality of blocks and 
calculating a mean value of video signals obtained in 
each of the plurality of blocks; 

peak value acquiring means for acquiring a peak 
value of vic\eo signals obtained in each of the plurality 
of blocks; 

selection means for selecting one of the value 
obtained by said mean value calculating means and the 
value obtained* by said peak value acquiring means; and 

white Ibalance control means for controlling 
white balance o^ the basis of the value selected by said 
selection means 



2. A white balance correcting device according to 
claim 1, wherein said selection means computes a ratio 
between a first integral value obtained by integrating 
mean values of video signals obtained in the plurality of 
blocks by said meam value calculating means and a second 
integral value obtained by integrating peak values of 
video signals obtained in the plurality of blocks by said 
peak value acquiring means, and, if the second integral 
value is not less than a predetermined number of times 
the first integral Y alue ' selects the value obtained by 
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saichpeak value acquiring means, and, if the second 
integral value is less than the predetermined number of 
times \the first integral value, selects the value 
obtained by said mean value calculating means. 

3. \A white balance correcting device according to 
claim 2,1 further comprising: 

\ white determining means for determining whether 
values calculated by said mean value calculating means 
and values acquired by said peak value acquiring means 
exist witho_n a white range, 

wherein said selection means integrates only 
values whick have been determined by said white 
determining Weans to exist within the white range, to 
obtain the first integral value and the second integral 
value. 1 

4. A white balance correcting device according to 
claim 1, wherbin said peak value acquiring means acquires 
peak values op video signals from signals that have 
beforehand been subjected to limitation for setting an 
upper limit t® a signal level of an inputted video 
signal. I 

5. A white balance correcting device according to 
claim 1, wherein said peak value acquiring means acquires 
peak values of video signals from signals that have 
beforehand been subjected by a low-pass filter to 



- 29 - 



limitation for setting an upper limit to a signal level 
of an\inputted video signal. 



6.1 A white balance correcting device for correcting 
white balance of a picked-up image, comprising: 

mean value calculating means for calculating a 
mean va^ue of inputted video signals; 

peak value acquiring means for acquiring a peak 
value of\the inputted video signals; 

tselection means for selecting one of the value 
obtained by said mean value calculating means and the 
value obtained by said peak value acquiring means; and 

wjiite balance control means for controlling 
white balanlce on the basis of the value selected by said 
selection means. 



7 . A 
claim 6, wh 



white balance correcting device according to 
rein said selection means computes a ratio 



between a msan value of video signals obtained by said 



mean value 
signals obta 
if the peak 
of times the 



alculating means and a peak value of video 
ined by said peak value acquiring means, and, 
value is not less than a predetermined number 
mean value, selects the peak value, and, if 



the peak valie is less than the predetermined number of 



times the me 



an value, selects the mean value. 



8. A wl 
white balanc 



ite balance correcting method for correcting 
4 of a picked-up image, comprising: 
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\ a mean value calculating step of dividing an 
image picking-up plane into a plurality of blocks and 
calculating a mean value of video signals obtained in 
each ofl the plurality of blocks; 

\ a peak value acquiring step of acquiring a peak 
value on video signals obtained in each of the plurality 
of blocks; 

la selection step of selecting one of the value 
obtained by said mean value calculating step and the 
value obtained by said peak value acquiring step; and 
A white balance control step of controlling 
white balance on the basis of the value selected by said 
selection svtep. 

9. A white balance correcting method according to 
claim 8, further comprising: 

a computing step of computing a ratio between a 
first integral value obtained by integrating mean values 
of video signkls obtained in the plurality of blocks by 
said mean value calculating step and a second integral 
value obtained by integrating peak values of video 
signals obtainled in the plurality of blocks by said peak 
value acquiring step, 

wheretLn, if the second integral value is not 
less than a predetermined number of times the first 
integral value, \ the value obtained by said peak value 
acquiring step : s selected by said selection step, and, 
if the second ir tegral value is less than the 
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predetermined number of times the first integral value, 
the Value obtained by said mean value calculating step is 
selected by said selection step. 



1$ . A white balance correcting method according to 
claim further comprising: 

a white determining step of determining whether 
values Calculated by said mean value calculating step and 
values Required by said peak value acquiring step exist 
within a\white range, 

[wherein only values which have been determined 
by said white determining step to exist within the white 
range are integrated by said selection step to obtain the 
first intelgral value and the second integral value, 



11 . 

claim 8, w 
acquired b 
that have 
setting an 
video sign 



le 



be 



12. 

claim 8, wh 



white balance correcting method according to 
rein peak values of video signals are 
said peak value acquiring step from signals 
forehand been subjected to limitation for 
upper limit to a signal level of an inputted 
1. 



white balance correcting method according to 
erein peak values of video signals are 
acquired bylsaid peak value acquiring step from signals 
that have bejforehand been subjected by a low-pass filter 
to limitation for setting an upper limit to a signal 
level of an [inputted video signal. 
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i!3. A white balance correcting method for 
correcting white balance of a picked-up image, 
comprising : 

a mean value calculating step of calculating a 
mean val\ie of inputted video signals; 

a peak value acquiring step of acquiring a peak 
value of phe inputted video signals; 

selection step of selecting one of the value 
obtained bW said mean value calculating step and the 
value obtained by said peak value acquiring step; and 
a \white balance control step of controlling 
white balandb on the basis of the value selected by said 
selection step. 



14. A white balance correcting method according to 
claim 13, further comprising: 

a computing step of computing a ratio between a 
mean value of video signals obtained by said mean value 
calculating suep and a peak value of video signals 
obtained by satLd peak value acquiring step, 

wherein, if the peak value is not less than a 
predetermined number of times the mean value, the peak 
value is selected by said selection step, and, if the 
peak value is less than the predetermined number of times 
the mean value, \the mean value is selected by said 
selection step, 

15. A storkge medium which stores therein a program 



r 



- 33 - 




for \executing a process for correcting white balance of a 
pick^d-up image, said process comprising: 

dividing an image picking-up plane into a 
plurality of blocks; 

calculating a mean value of video signals 
obtained in each of the plurality of blocks; 

acquiring a peak value of video signals obtained 
in each\of the plurality of blocks; 

selecting one of the calculated mean value and 
the acquired peak value; and 

(controlling white balance on the basis of the 
selected one of the calculated mean value and the 
acquired raeak value. 



16. I\ storage medium according to claim 15, wherein 
said process further comprises computing a ratio between 
a first integral value obtained by integrating mean 
values of v .deo signals obtained in the plurality of 
blocks and i. second integral value obtained by 
integrating Ipeak values of video signals obtained in the 
plurality ofl blocks, and 

wherein, if the second integral value is not 
less than a Predetermined number of times the first 
integral value, the acquired peak value is selected, and, 
if the second \integral value is less than the 
predetermined number of times the first integral value, 
the calculated mean value is selected. 
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ill. A storage medium according to claim 16, wherein 
said process further comprises: 

determining whether calculated mean values and 
acquired peak values exist within a white range, 

wherein only values which have been determined 
to exist within the white range are integrated to obtain 
the fir$t integral value and the second integral value. 

18. \ A storage medium according to claim 15, wherein 
peak values of video signals are acquired from signals 
that havd beforehand been subjected to limitation for 
setting an upper limit to a signal level of an inputted 
video signal. 



19. A storage medium according to claim 15, wherein 
peak valuedl of video signals are acquired from signals 
that have bleforehand been subjected by a low-pass filter 
to limitation for setting an upper limit to a signal 



level of an 

20. A 
for executi 
picked-up i 
ca 

signals; 



signals ; 



se 



inputted video signal. 

storage medium which stores therein a program 
njg a process for correcting white balance of a 
im£ge, said process comprising: 

culating a mean value of inputted video 



acquiring a peak value of the inputted video 



ecting one of the calculated mean value and 
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the \acquired peak value; and 

\ controlling white balance on the basis of the 

selected one of the calculated mean value and the 
acquired peak value. 

21.1 A storage medium according to claim 20, wherein 
said process further comprises computing a ratio between 
a mean vAlue of video signals and a peak value of video 
signals, and 



predetermined number of times the mean value, the 
acquired peak value is selected, and, if the peak value 
is less than the predetermined number of times the mean 
value, the calculated mean value is selected. 



[herein, if the peak value is not less than a 
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